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Confidence in Motion: Using Parkour to Build Better Nose Work
Confidence is one of the most important skills a nose work dog can have—and one of the easiest to strengthen through Dog Parkour. In this workshop, you'll discover how simple parkour exercises can help dogs become more resilient, thoughtful, and confident when faced with challenging search environments.
We'll use safe, low-impact parkour obstacles and behaviors to improve body awareness, problem-solving, and independence while teaching dogs to confidently interact with a variety of surfaces, objects, and environments. You'll learn how to incorporate these exercises into your regular training to help your dog tackle unfamiliar search areas, recover from mistakes more quickly, and approach new challenges with confidence.
Whether your dog needs a confidence boost or you're looking for another tool to enhance your nose work training, this workshop will show you how Parkour and Nose Work are the perfect complement to one another. No previous Parkour experience is required. 
Blank Searches and Unknown Number of Hides — Embrace Them, Don’t Fear Them!
No matter what level your team is working at, blank searches should be an intentional part of your training plan. While you may not encounter a fully blank search until the upper levels of trialing, blank areas exist in every search we do.
Learning to recognize and trust what your dog is telling you during a search is critical. In this workshop, the focus will be on accurately reading your dog and effectively covering the entire search area—so you can confidently determine when there truly are no hides to find.
Whether you’re new to trialing or preparing to compete at a level with an unknown number of hides, this workshop will help you build clarity, confidence, and trust in your search strategy. 
The Challenge of Distractors, Purposefully Placed or Not!
Who’s ready to learn how to “Train Dirty?!?”
Trials happen in the real world—not in a clean, controlled training bubble. That means our dogs must learn to work through all kinds of distractions, whether they’re intentionally placed or not.
The key? Odor obedience.
When a dog truly understands that finding odor is what earns the reward, distractions lose their power. Whether it’s food, toys, critters, or people nearby, a dog with solid odor obedience will stay focused and confident.
Dogs that regularly train around distractions will not only have an easier time in trial searches—they’ll also be easier to train on container distractors and real-life challenges across all scent work venues and levels.
Start early. Practice often. Let’s “train dirty” and set our dogs up for trial success! 
Elite Search Strategies
Ready to sharpen your Elite-level skills? Join us for a half day of challenging searches designed to mirror the complexity and unpredictability of NACSW Elite competition. We'll tackle advanced search scenarios that test both dogs and handlers while focusing on strategy, communication, and efficient problem-solving.
Each search will be followed by individualized coaching to help you fine-tune your handling, improve your ability to read your dog's behavior, and develop the confidence needed for high-level competition. Whether you're preparing for your next Elite trial or simply looking to expand your team's skills, this workshop offers a supportive environment to push your teamwork to the next level Elite Search Strategies
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